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Synopsis

How close is too close?

John gets more than he bargains for during a routine haircut appointment.
He goes on a provocative journey from the terrifying to the sublime.
Shot with a miniature surveillance camera, entirely in first-person,
haircut is a search for connection in the most surprising of circumstances.

“You’re late,” says a rough voice at the other end of the phone line. Woken from a nap and disoriented,
(Eric Sebastian) John rushes by bicycle to his scheduled engagement.

He arrives at rundown room. The space is nondescript in its function, a black-tiled wall and a utility sink
are the enigmatic indicators of the appointment. Waiting for him is a tough-looking Asian man, clearly
agitated by the delay. Following a barked command from Joe the Barber (James Kyson Lee), John removes
his shirt and the haircut begins.

With scissors and comb in hand Joe the Barber approaches John. The cuts begin with calculated precision
and accelerate to frenetic chops. Hair falls in clumps past his eyes and John reacts. After a brief negotiation,
the haircut resumes and the barber tackles the job with electric clippers. Joe’s body gets closer and closer
to John, until it fills the frame.

From this intimate position, the camera tilts to reveal a different lean and mean barber (Danny Chung) who
speaks Chinese and is more interested in rough play and bondage than grooming. During the subsequent
tussle, Joe orders John into a position of total submission, punctuated with a slap.

A third barber (Rollence Patugan) picks him up only to flip him upside down. The camera, documenting
John’s point of view, is turned 180 degrees. Abruptly there is a new awareness as John emerges right-
side up from his cut and blow. The forth and final barber (Eric Turic), wielding a garden hose, delivers John
from transformation to revelation, through a cathartic baptismal that liberates them both.

Haircut is the most recent of a series of short films by Jackson that provide a queer cinematic perspective
of relationships and a sense of self. Attaching a miniature surveillance camera to the forehead of his
protagonist, Jackson enables the viewer to get extremely close to his subjects. The raw quality of the digitized
image is complemented by the rawness of the situations. Throbbing electronic compositions by
composer/musician Eiji Yoshizawa further intensifies the filmic experience.

Shot on a sound stage with a created set, Jackson utilized his background in theater direction and production
design to bring us to a state of heightened theatricality. With a nod to the physicality of the camera and
restructuring of time, place and situation in the films of independent filmmaker Maya Deren, and the queer
perspective in the film and video of Derek Jarman, Jackson continues to work in the tradition of alternative
film - creating a film that has its own language, enabling a new perspective to be accessible to a wider
audience.
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Production Credits

written & directed by  Bryan Jackson

original score by  Eiji Yoshizawa

cast:
John Eric Sebastian
Joe the Barber #1 James Kyson Lee
Joe the Barber #2 Danny Chung
Joe the Barber #3 Rollence Patugan
Joe the Barber #4 Eric Turic

crew:
1st  Assistant Director Sunny Basham
Key Grip Danny Walker
2nd Unit Camera John Southern
Production Assistants B’Ahn

Kaidy Kuna
Sound Design Gavin Haag

Graphic Designers Michael Hofeldt
Howard Chang

Press Writers Carole Ann Klonarides
Mimi Zeiger

Production Company All Out Attack!
Producers Betty Holiday

Bryan Jackson

shot at:
Broadcast Production Services, Burbank, California
Yonemoto Studio, Los Angeles, California

original music by Yoshizawa Eiji by kind permission of Zeus Records, Japan

Haircut  copyright 2004 Bryan Jackson/All Out Attack!
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Screenings  (1 of 3)

World Premiere!
Honolulu Rainbow Film Festival
'Boyz Shorts' Program, Doris Duke Theater at the Honolulu Academy of Arts, Honolulu, USA
Saturday, May 29th, 2004

Mostra Lambda, Barcelona International Gay and Lesbian Film Exhibiton
Centre Cultura Contemporània de Barcelona, Spain
July 3, 2004 at 11:30am

IndyOutties, Kansas City Queer Film Festival
Just Off Broadway Theatre, Kansas City, Missouri, USA
August 25, 2004  at 8:30pm

Austin Gay & Lesbian International Film Festival
Regal Arbor Cinema @ Great Hills, 9828 Great Hills Trail, Austin, Texas, USA
August 29, 2004 at 9:30pm

Indianapolis LGBT Film Festival
Key Cinemas, 4044 South Keystone Avenue, Indianapolis, Indiana, USA
September 10-12, 2004

Fire Island Film Festival
Arts Project of Cherry Grove, Fire Island, New York, USA
September 16, 2004

Reel Pride, Fresno Gay & Lesbian International Film Festival
Tower Theater, Fresno, California, USA
September 18, 2004 at 1pm

QueerFilm Bremen
Kino 46, Bremen, Germany
October 12, 2004

Lesbisch Schwule Filmtage Hamburg
Hamburg, Germany
October 12-17, 2004

The Seattle Lesbian and Gay Film Festival
Seattle, Washington, USA
October 15-21, 2004

Reeling, The Chicago Lesbian & Gay International Film Festival
Chicago, Illinois, USA
November 4-11, 2004

Winner Best Experimental Short Film
CineKink: NYC
Anthology Film Archives, New York City, New York, USA
October 21-24, 2004
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Screenings  (2 of 3)

Verzaubert, International Queer Film Festival
Berlin, Cologne, Frankfurt, Munich, Germany
November 17-Dec 12, 2004

Rose Film/Pink Filmdays, Gay & Lesbian Film and Video Festival
Amsterdam, The Netherlands
Dec 10-19, 2004

South Asia Premiere!
Q! Film Festival
Jakarta, Indonesia
December 13-19, 2004

ArtLUST 2005
‘Southern California Video Artists’
Los Angeles, California, USA
February 26, 2005

Queer Screens, Sydney Mardi Gras Film Festival
Syndey, Australia
March 1, 2005

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts
‘Ravished: CineKink Shorts’
San Francisco, California, USA
March 25, 2005

London Lesbian and Gay Film Festival
presented by the British Film Institute
London, England UK
April 9, 2005

Outtakes 2005, Gay & Lesbian Film Festival
Auckland, Wellington, New Zealand
May 26-June 15, 2005

Jury Prize Best Experimental Film
Reel Identities, New Orleans LGBT Film Festival
Southern Rep Theatre, New Orleans, Louisiana, USA
June 10-12, 2005

NewFest, New York Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & Transgendered Film Festival
Loews 34th Street,, New York City, New York, USA
June 12, 2005 at 6:00pm

Lisbon Gay & Lesbian Film Festvial
Lisbon, Portugal
September 15-21, 2005
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Screenings  (3 of 3)

Pride International Film Festival
Manila, Phillippines
October, 2005

LesGaiCineMad, International Gay & Lesbian Film Festival
Madrid, Spain
November 3-13, 2005

Hong Kong Lesbian & Gay Film and Video Festival
Hong Kong
November 17-27, 2005

for the most recent updates to this list, please check our website  www.alloutattack.com
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Press/Reviews

“This short film is shot entirely in first person perspective and it makes you, the viewer, feel as if the events
that are occurring, are occurring to you.  What starts as a haircut quickly escalates and becomes an exercise
in forced intimacy and domination...This well crafted short should start with a variant on that old 50's sci-
fi warning: ‘Do not try to adjust your set. For the next 8 minutes the film maker will be in control.’  Bravo
to the film maker for a thoroughly interesting, genuinely unique short film that I will never forget.  At one
point I was reminded of Andy Warhol's Blow-Job but in the next instant I was thinking... Andy Warhol would
have LOVED this film.”
-imdb.com

"Probably the most provocative of the entire (Cinekink) festival, not because of sex but because of identity."
-pursedlips.com

"One of the best shorts I've seen in a long time.  ...it's one of the most effective examples of what a short
film can be that I've ever seen."
 - www.studio-46.com/GLBTQ-Cinema/

"...sexy as hell...probably the most erotic short in the festival"
 -Lodger, Filethirteen.com

"a routine haircut becomes an exercise in trust"
-Austin Gay & Lesbian Film Festival

"Bryan Jackson's 'Haircut' turns a haircut into a heavy scene, with the recipient of the eponymous cut never
seen."
-Bruce-Michael Gelbert, Fire Island Q News

 "A film about so much more than a haircut could ever be."
-Reel Pride, Fresno

"A Fantasy. A Voyage. A Crop."
 -Hamburg Lesbian Gay Film Festival

“...I felt like I was being smacked around.”
-SkinTwo Magazine
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Director’s Bio

Bryan Jackson is an experimental video and theater artist based in Los Angeles. Haircut is the most recent

of a series of short films written and produced by Jackson that provides a queer cinematic perspective of

relationships and continually examines the construction of memory and desire. His work is as much personal

exploration as it is a rigorous integration of political concerns.

Shooting primarily on sound stages with created sets, Jackson utilizes his background in theater direction

and production design to  produce a state of heightened theatricality.  Jackson's work is in the tradition

of experimental cinema and video – creating a film that has its own language and enabling a new perspective

to be  accessed to a wider audience.  His films are influenced by the physicality of the camera and the

restructuring of time, place, and situation in the films of independent filmmaker Maya Deren, and the queer

perspective in the film and video of Derek Jarman.

Jackson created video installations that were used as the setting for two new operas, Orlando and Consumer’s

Paradise, for Long Beach Opera’s Downtown Opera Project.  His theater directing credits include The Maids

by Jean Genet, Him by e.e. cummings, and In the Heart of America by Naomi Wallace.  His writing credits

include lyrics for the J-pop band Scudelia Electro which are featured on the current Sony/NHK-1 anime

King of Thieves: Jing. His chief collaborator is the Japanese composer/musician Eiji Yoshizawa. He is one

of the founding members of the activist/artist collective, All Out Attack.

Jackson's previous video work has premiered at Mix Mexico and Outfest LA, and screened at festivals

around the United States, including Philadelphia International Gay & Lesbian Film Festival, Out on Film in

Atlanta, GA, ImageOut in Rochester, NY, the Long Island Gay & Lesbian Film Festival, Long Island, NY, and

Q Cinema in Fort Worth, TX. Jackson holds an MFA in directing from the School of Theater, Film, Television

and New Media at the University of California at Los Angeles.

Jackson has taught at SCI-Arc (Southern California Institute of Architecture) and at UCLA in the School of

Theater, Film, Television. He is currently teaching video making at UC Irvine in the Studio Art Department,

in the School of the Arts, and at the San Francisco Art Institute.



Stills   (images available on the haircut cdrom enclosed, or online from the haircut press kit)
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James Kyson Lee as ‘Joe the Barber’

Ja
m

es
 K

ys
on

 L
ee

 a
s 

‘J
oe

 th
e 

Ba
rb

er
’



a
 l l

o
 u

t a
t t

 a
 c

k.
 c

 o
 m

3
10

 5
9

7
 0

3
7

3
   

d
is

tr
ib

u
te

@
a

llo
u

ta
tt

a
c

k.
c

o
m

   
4

6
9

 1
/2

 M
id

va
le

 A
ve

, L
o

s 
A

n
g

e
le

s,
 C

A
  9

0
0

2
4

ha
irc

ut
03

bw
.ti

f
ha

irc
ut

04
bw

.ti
f

Stills   (images available on the haircut cdrom enclosed, or online from the haircut press kit)
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Stills    (images available on the haircut cdrom enclosed, or online from the haircut press kit)
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Promotional Items

Haircut Barber’s Comb
Black Vinyl “Unbreakable” Barber’s Comb,
Back imprint reads: alloutattack.com
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a video by bryan jackson

a l lo ut at t a ck. c o m
ALL OUT A TTACK PR ODUCTIO NS PRESENTS A NEW EXPERIM ENTAL V IDEO  FEATURING

ERIC SEBASTIAN   JAMES LEE   DANNY CHUNG   ROLLENCE PATUGAN   ERIC TURIC
ORI GI NAL M USIC  BY EIJI YOSHIZAWA WR ITTE N &  D IREC TED  B Y B RYAN JACKSON

how close is too close?
John gets more than he bargains for during a routine haircut.

He goes on a provocative journey from the terrifying to the sublime.

Shot with a miniature surveillance camera,entirely in first-person,

haircut is a search for connection in the most surprising of circumstances.

O RIG INA L MU SIC BY WRI TTEN  &  D IREC TE D B Y

Haircut T-Shirt:
Silver Ink on Black 100% Cotton T, available in two styles.
Back of neck reads: how close is too close?

Haircut Postcard
Full Color Front, Single Color Back.  4.25” x 6”  (107cm x 152cm)
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Lobby Poster


